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As Gover ments Topple 


Capitalist Rule 





The old capitalist “order” no 

longer exists; it can no longer 

exist. The final outcome of the 
capitalist system of production 

is chaos. 

PLATFORM OF THE COMMUNIST IN- 

TERNATIONAL, 1919 
Within the last few months the world 
has witnessed a rash of failing votes 
of confidence, new elections, scandals, 
coups d'etat and all in all a general 
topsy-turvy situation as to who the 
capitalists in each country feel is 
best suitea for governing their niche 
in worla capitalist society. The list 
of crisis-riaaen countries includes 
the Unitea States, Great Britain, Can- 
ada, Australia, France, Israel, Ger- 
many, Italy, Northern Irelana, Portu- 
gal ana China. 

As impeachment proceedings slowly 
grina forwara, the release of edited 
transcripts of presigential converse- 
tions coupled with other Watergate 
evidence has virtually torn away the 
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The ruin and devastation of capitalist war. 


veil of "democracy" surrounding Amer- 
ican government. 

In Great Britain a strike by the 
National Union of Mineworkers forced 
the Tory government to call an elec- 
tion. The result was a minority La- 
bour government which has carriea out 
essentially the same policies as the 
Tories ana which has to a great ex- 
tent kept the unions passive. However 
the Labourites have been unable to 
deal with the problem of inflation 
and the possibility of British workers 
moving outside the strait-jacket of 
the trade unions in an effort to bet- 
ter the standara of living places La- 
bour in a tenuous. position. 

Failures to get budgets passed brougnt 
the cownfall of Pierre Trudeau's Liber- 
al government in Canada anc Gough 
Whitlam's Labour government in Austra- 
lia. The Australian Labourites have ap- 
parently receivea ae majority of seats 
in the recent elections, but indica- 
tions ere that Whitlam will not have 
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an easy time of it. Canada's elections 
are schedulea for July 8 and coula very 
well lead to a somewhat precar icus 
Liberal-New Democratic coalition or a 
new set of elections. 

Charles Pompicou's death brought new 
presidential elections in France. The 
first round of elections saw the utter 
drubbing of majority Gaullist candidate 
Jacques Chaban-Delmas, while the sec- 
ond rouno voting was split almost even 
between victor Valery Giscard d'Estaing 
(Independent Republican) and bourgeois 
Socialist Francois Mitterand. Couple 
the 50-50 Giscara-Mitterand split with 
the Gaullist majority in the National 
Assembly and you have a pretty good re- 
cipe for new general elections in Fran 
France in the fairly near future. 

As a result of the bloodbath of the 
October 1973 Mideast War, @ bloodbath 
which ended in virtual stalemate, the 
right-wing opposition managed to force 
the resignation of Israeli premier 


continued on page 3 
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India and the ‘Bomb’ 


India has become the sixth country to join the "nucleer 
blub''. Other members of this select circle are the Unitea 
States, Russia, China, France and Great Britain. What it 
means is that one more country has the power to directly 
commence the ultimate annihilation of the worla, the "fi- 
nel solution'' to everyone's problems. The capitalist press 
here in the Unitea States has been decrying the fact that 
Inafa now has "'the bomb''. In fact, they have decried the 
fact that anyone got ''the bomb'' besides the Uniteu States. 
Editorials and news articles have been written pointing 
out the possibility that India would use nuclear weapons 
against Pakistan which would probably start worla wer 
three. India's rulers have respondeu that they intend to 
use nuclear energy only for peaceful purposes. World op- 
inion is, however, skeptical, anda rightfully so. We have 
seen the use nuclear energy has been put to in the past: | 
Hiroshima anu Nagasaki. 

What is the Marxist attitude toward nuclear energy ana 
‘the bomb''? We feel that nuclear energy, like all tech- 
nological advances in the decadent phase of capitalism, has 
been and will be usea against the interests of the masses 
of humanity. Tremendous possibilities exist for the plan- 
neu, sate use Of nuclear energy. However, such use can on- 
ly come about in a society controlled by the proaucers, 
not a society controlled by a smal! minority whose only 
interest is to make a profit for themselves (be they cor- 


- porate boards of directors or state bureaucrats). 


As to "the bomb'', we see it as a perfect example of cap- 
italist decadence. It illustrates comletely the barbaric 
depths to which capitalist society has sunk. Already the 
Unitea States ang Russia (the two olaest members of the 
"nuclear club''!) have stockpiled enough nuclear warheads 
to destroy the earth at least four times over. There are 
bourgeois socialists who claim that the Russian nuclear 
force represents ''the workers! bomb''. That such a state- 
ment shoulu masquerade as Marxist is indeeu a travesty. 
Not only that, but it points up the essentially counter- 
revolutionary nature of such organizations and of the 
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OAS: Nature of the Soviet Union 


he Saturday, July 13 
Participants: 

Revolutionary Workers Group 
Class Struggle League 
Spartacist League 
Revolutionary Socialist League 


Times 7:00 p.m. 

Places 3rd Unitarian Church of Chicage 
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Preletarfans of all countries! In the struggle against imper- 
falist savagery, against monarchy, against the privileged es- 


‘tates, against the bourgeois State and bourgeois property, 


theory of Russia, China, etc. as "degenerated or deform- | 
eq workers! states''. Statements that American workers 
shoula welcome Russian nuclear warheads showering down 

on their population centers because it "defends the work- 
ers' state’ have no more place in a Marxist organization 
than statements that Russian workers should welcome 
American nuclear warheads showering down on them because 

it "defends democracy". The working class of one country 
can not be defended by annthilating its class brothers | 
and sisters in another country. Let us remind the bour- 
gedis socialists that the same class that woula launch the 
"workers' bomb'' is the class that sent the "workers! tanks'! 


to crush the working class in Hungary and Czechoslovakia. 
It is the same class that crushes worker militancy in Rus- 
sia. That class is not the working class, but a capitalist 
class as ruthless and reactionary as the American capital- 
ist class. 

We are not, however, liberal phrasemongers demanding 
that the world's bury their nuclear weapons so as to re- 
turn to more conventional, more "humane’' methods of war- 
fare. Talk about disarmament under capitalism is just so 
much prattle. It is a way of disarming not the capitalist 
state, but of disarming the working class ideologically, 
lulling it into passivity, in the expectance that its 
rulers will soon come to their senses. The capitalists 
could not, however, disarm even if they wanted to. The 
conditions of production of their system are such that they 
must produce ever more greater and mightier weapons of de- 
struction. Only the working class can disarm the capi- 
talist state. And this can be done only through proletar- 
fan socialist revolution and the complete dismantling of 
the capitalist state machinery. Only in an international 
society based on mutual co-operation of all producers 
will the "need for nuclear arms and arms in general be 
eradicated. And only the working class through intransi- 
gent struggle against capital and all its agents can 
bring that society into existence. 


Corrections 


Last ‘month's issue was incorrect. 
ly umbered as Vol. 2, No. & It 
mies x have been numbered Vol. 2, 
lo. 5. 
Also in last month's tssue on 
page 3, two pictures are caption- 
ed as being "Top, Francois Mitter- 
rand, Bottom, Valery Giscard 
D' Estaing. Actually the pictures 
were reversed. 
We also wish to apologize to our 
readers for the poor print qual- 
ity of last month's issue. 
The serialization of the forth- 
coming WORKERS' TRUTH pamphlet 
UNIONS, CAPITALISM AND THE WORK. 
ING CLASS will be continued in 
next month's issue. 
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_ Golda Meir. Meir has been succeeded by 
Yitzhak Rabin, a representative of the 
more "dovish'' wing of Mapai. Rabin has 
- managed to put together a slim majority 
coalition (61 out of 120 seats) with 
Mapam and the smail Civil Rights Party. 
Arrayee against Rabin, however, is not 
only the right-wing Likud opposition 
and Mapai's former bloc partner the 
National Religious Party, but also to 
a certain extent the Rafi section of 
Mapai itself, led by Moshe Dayan. Day- 
an was dumped from the cabinet by Ra- 
bin. With unemployment and inflation 
continuing unabated, Rabin's position 
appesrs to be highly tenuous indeed, 
and a call for new elections, even be- 
_ fore the year fs out, would not be sur- 
prising. : 
A spy scandal inveiving one of Willy 
_ Brandt's top aavisors (who was apparent- 
ly an East Germen agent) forced Branct 
to resign as Chancellor of West Germany. 
Brandt has been replaced by Helmut 
Schmidt, amore conservative represen- 
tative of the Secial-Democratic Party. 
The scandal follows a number of local 
electoral gains for the opposition 
Christian-Democratic Party. Besides 
forcing Brandt te resign, the scandal 
has also dealt a blow te the German 
brand of detente, Brandt's Ostpol itik 
of rapprochement with East Germany and 
_ the "Soviet bloc'' countries. 
In Italy the Rumer left-center coali- 
_ tion has been plaguec with internal dis- 
sent and parliamentary maneuvering. Ru- 
mor has managea to remain as head of 
the government, but he has constantly 
_ fad to patch tegether new blecs. Recent- 
ly Italy was split by a referendum on 
_ Mivorce. A large campaign was wagea by 
he fascist Italian Social Movement ana 
he Vatican to abolish Italy's recent 
legislation legalizing divorce. Besiges 
their activities on the electoral front, 
the Italian fascists have begun carry- 
ing out a steppea-up campaign of terror. 
At a time when living conditions in It- 
aly are at a very low level, events are 
developing almost parallel to their de- 
velopment prior to Mussolini's takeover 
in the early '20's. 
In Northern Ireland right-wing Pro- 
testant forces have wagea a reactionary 
anti-Catholic strike which forcea the 
_ moderate Northern Ireland executive to 
‘resign. The resignation was followed by 
he reimposition of direct rule by Bri- 
tain and the beefing up of British oc- 
cupational forces. The general strike 
omes on the heels of continued terror 
shroughout the working class neighbor - 
Oods of Belfast and the rest of Ul- 
ter. Both the Irish Republican Army 
particularly the Provisional wing) 
nd the Pretestant Ulster Defense Force 
ave kept up sustained bombings of pubs, 
dwellings, etc. The situation in Ul- 
_. ster is a veritable powder keg of all- 
_ out civil war between Protestants ana 
_ Catholics, ana the presence of British 
_ treops serves only to keep the two sides 
_ at each others! throats ana maintain 
_ British dominance. 
In Portugal the capitalists provec 
_ that thefr rule can be maintained not 
_ Only by using the stick (replacing de- 
_ -Mocracy with fascism), but also by us- 
o — ing the carret. A military coup re- 
_ places the Caetano regime with one of 
_ Capitalist "democracy. The left par- 
ties of capital, the Communist Party 
and the Socialist Party, and the trace 
_ unions under their, leadership were 
_ brought back to keep the Portuguese 
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workers in line with a few pay hikes. 
However, the workers are going for a 
little more than was bargaineo for ana 
have seizea several factories. However 
the strike movement is wening ana the 
unions have been able to persuade the 
workers to give back the factories in 
view of their lack of any revolution- 
ary direction and leadership. 

Nor has the political crisis left 
the autarchic state capitalist re- 
gimes untouched. The deepest expres- 
sion of the political confusion in the 
ranks of capital here is the renewed 
"cultural revolution" in China. Es- 
sentially this and the last "Great 
Proletarian Cultural Revolution" have 
nothing toe do with the proletariat. 
They are actually purges of the rul- 
ing clique of capital. In an autarch- 
ic capitalist seciety such as Russia 
or China, the veil of parliamentar ism 
is not necessary. Insteac the agents 
of capital combine police state aisc- 
ipline with the fraud of "socialism 
fn one country". Internal squabbles 
are dealt with, not in parliament, 

but in the leading bodies of the rul- 
ing Communist Parties. Rather than 
elections and impeachments, they have 
purges. 

What is it that is causing this 
topsy-turvy game of political musical 
chairs in parliaments and presidential 
palaces throughout the world? What sin- 
ister force has turned the inperialist 
powers of the worla into Latin Ameri- 
can banana republics with chief exec- | 
utives and parliamentary majorities 
shifting so fast and so often even a 
scorecard wouldn't help you keep track? 
To many religious fanatics who seek 
the answers net in the material real- 
ity of our existence, but in supernat- 
ural forces that manipulate men's 
minds, recent events represent signs 
of the last days and the coming of the 
final judgment. While the latter part 
of their formula represents just so 
much hocus-pecus, the part about the 
last days may very well be true. The 
fast shuffles in the corridors of cap- 
italist politics are all attempts by 
the various national ruling classes 
to deal with the economic crisis of 
capitalism at the expense of their 
counterparts elsewhere. Inevitably 
this leads (as it did in 1914 ana 1939) 
to world war between shifting imper- 
falist power blocs, another collosal 
slaughter. Mowever, the difference be- 
tween the first two wars ano a third 
worla wer Ifes in the vast technolog- 
ical developments which the capital- 
ists have in characteristic fashion 
put to reactionary use. We agree with 
Albert Einstein's remark that he did- 
n't know what world wer three would be 
fought with, but that woria war four 
would be fought with sticks and stones. 

However, world war three is not in- 
evitable. There is a force that can 
step it. That force is the united 
class-conscious revolutionary working 
class. For the chaos that exists toaay 
dees not stem from some sinister out- 
side force (be it god or aevil), but 
from the internal contraaictions of 
capitalism itself. These contraaic- 
tions, always inherent in capitalism, 
came to full bleom (as a weed”blooms) 
in 1914. When capitalism wes still 


an ascendant progressive system, it 
was able to alleviate its imbalances, 
fts crises of overproduction by ex- 
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panding from the capitalist metropo- 
les into the underdevelopea non-cap- | 
italist areas of the globe. However, 
by 1914 the non-capitalist areas had 
been successfully penetrated and in- 
tegrated into the capitalist world 
market. Capital expansion had nowhere 
to go, so it was forced to turn in on 
itself. Rather than expanding into 
“untouched areas, the imperialist 
powers were forcea to rob each other 
of their existing spheres of influ- 
ence. Neealess to say this brought 
wars, twe very big ones and a myriad 
of smaller ones. 

Imperialist war also serves another 
integral purpose for capitalism. It 
provides a means of allowing a cer- 
tain degree of capite! expansion to 
replace what was destroyed in the war. 
Thus the crisis-bred war results ina 
period of reconstruction, empirically 
termea a "boon’' because things are 
better than they were during the wer 
wer or immediately prior to the war. 
The reconstruction period after the 
first worla war lastea just over 10 
years. That of the second managed to 
last about twice as long due to the 
fact that the second world war left 
Europe completely devastated. 

This -reconstruction period has, 
however ,.come to an end. By the mid- 
dle-to-late sixties capital expansion 
had again reachec the saturation 
point. The WORLD CAPITALIST SYSTEM wes 
faced either with complete stagnation 
or destruction of capital in a new 
world war so that there will be room 
for more expansion when its over (if 
there is anything Teft to expand). 

' Of course, the capitalists themselves 
ao not reason this wey. They are them- 
selves prisoners of their own econonm- 
ic system. They think up all sorts of 
"good reasons" to rationalize their 
actions, and most of them probably be- 


lieve their excuses. Since they deal 
with their problems empirically, as 
they arise, and in terms of their own 
national capital bloc, they attenpt 
all sorts of schemes to stem the grow- 
ing inflation, te pacify the militan- 
cy of the working class and to put 
themselves on the best competitive 
level on the world market. This is, 
of course, no mean feat. Thus, as in - 
the past when the enperors' sooth- 
sayers dia not predict the right 
things, heads roil. 

The working class can, however, put 
an end to this political and economic 
chacs before the ICBMs get a chance. 
The way to do it is through the abol i- 
tion of capital, not just in this or 
that country, but internationally. Nor 
is this wishful thinking, idealist 
utopia. All that is necessary is the 
development of revolutionary class 
consciousness. That is, the collective 
awareness of its social position, the 
historical tasks before it and the 
methods of carrying out those tasks. 
An abselute imperative fer this de- 
velopment is an international party of 
revolutionary workers. Such a party 
would consist of the class conscious 
communist vanguard of the working 
class. We are not talking about a 
small clique of generals, but an or- 
ganization capeble of providing the 
theoretical and programmatic leader- 
ship necessary te raise the class as 
a whole to a revelutionary communist 
consciousness. 
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The foilewing STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES 
is basec on a leng ane thereughgcsing 
discussion within the Revolutienary 
Workers Group. 
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1. Capitalism eriginelly played a 
progressive rele in the development 
of the preductive ferces. The histor- 
ical tasks of capitalism were the cre- 
ation of a single integratec werla ec- 
onomic system and the creation of an 
industrial werking class, whose task 
it woula be te supersede capitalist 
society threugh its destructien and 
the creation of socialism. By 1914 
capitalism's tasks hac been carriea 
out. It coulo ne lenger play a pro- 
gressive role. Like an apple that has 
_ passed its prime, it began te decay. 
Today, capitalist cecacence is apparent 
all areung us: the stagnatien ef our 
cities, the pollutien of our water and 
air, the reactionary resuits of tech- 
nelogical advance in which new tech- 
niques and machines ere net usec to 
heip humanity but serve only to throw 
pecopie out ef work, and above ail, the 
seemingly endless cycle of crisis/war/ 
reconstruction, a cycle which may very 
well meet its end in the annihilation 
cf humanity. 
z. The tendency of capital histor ical- 
ly has been one of concentratien and 
centralization into larger and tewer 
capital blocs. This precess lea from 
individual entrepreneurial capital to 
joint-stock companies to large trusts 
and certels, monopoly capital. With 
the aavent of imperialist decadence, 
spurred On by the neecs of the first 
worka war,.the major trend ef capital 
concentration was that of state cape 
italism. Under state capitalism the 
state functions as the collective 
capitalist, either co-ordinating the 
activity of varisus large capital 


blecs within its national frontiers (as 
in the "Western demecracies!!) or by 
owing outright the major means of pre- 
duction as in the so-catled 'Commun- 
ist" countries. "Pure!' state capital- 
ism as exists in Russia and China has 
often been confused with secialism or 
at least 2 geformea cictatorship of 
the proletariat. Nothing coula be fur- 
ther from the truth. State capitalism 
is in no wey progressive. It is noth- 
ing less than the expression of deca- 
dent capitalism's dictatorship over 
the preletariat. 
3. With the integretion of ‘a11 coun- 
tries inte the imperialist world ec- 
onomic system, real national libera- 
tion became a utopia. All wers of ''na- 
tional liberation have merely resuit- 
ec in shifting the "liberated nation 
from the sphere of influence of one 
imperialist power to that of another. 
The slogans ef "national defense’ and 
the "right of self-determination" are 
used by the capitalists to mask their 
Own reactionary designs. The era of 
pregressive natione!l wars, of true 
wers of national defense, is over. It 
endea glokaily with the outbreak of 
the first imperialist world war. Work- 
ers have no "nations!" interests. The 
interests of the werkers of all na- 
tions are identical: abolition of cap- 
italism and the construction of social- 
ism. Our task is not to maintain and 
defend the borders of the capitalist 
nation-state, but to break them dow 
through the development of an interna- 
tional socialist society. 
4. Trace unions originated in the 
nineteenth century as a means by which 
the workers in different trades coula 
join together in, an attempt te. allevi- 
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ate their working conditions and gain 
a larger portion of the value they 
produced. They were the means by which 
workers fought to better their posi- 
tion on the wage-labor market. During 
the progressive phase of capitalism, 


the unions could thus play a necessary 
role in the interests of the working 
class. After capitalism enterea its 
decadent phase, however, the task was 
no longer one of ameliorating condi- 
tions in an hfstorically progressive 


-society. Capitalism's progressive role 


had ended. Any attempts to reform cap- 
italism rather than annihilate it 
could only mean the maintenance of 
capitalist society, a society which 
can only be maintained at the expense 
of the working class. The reactionary 
role of unions is quite clear. They 
serve only to divide the working class 
on the basis of industry or trade, 

and act as policemen inside the fac- 
tory. They ere used to whip up nation- 
alist ferver and to push through pro- 
auctivity increases. Their greatest 
crime is that of recruiting agent for 
the capitalist army in times of cri- 
sis (first and second worla wars). The 
unfons have proven themselves to be 

an integral part of the capitalist 
system. Any hope of "capturing! the - 
unions for the revolution is as uto- 
pian as hoping te capture Congress and 
transform it into a workers' council. 
The future struggles of the working 
class will not only be struaqgles 
against the employers and the state, 
but will be struggles against the un- 
fons as well. 

5. Unlike unions, parliaments, con- 
gresses and national assemblies were 
never working class organizetions. 
They were part anc parce! of the cap- 
italist state. However, so long as 
capitalism remained progressive, with 
room for expansion, parliaments coula 
be usea by working class political 
parties as a means of securing mean- 
ingful social reform for the class and 
also as a forum for broad socialist 
propaganda and agitation. Under deca- 
dent capitalism "meaningful social re- 
form is utopian. The days of the min- 
imum program of social reform and the 
maximum program of secialist revolution 
and the destruction ef capitalism 
were swept away with the outbreak of 
world war one. Today parliaments can 
serve only as a meeting place for the 
different factions of capital. The 
presence of revolutionaries in parlia- 
ments coulda only serve to reinforce 
the illusions of the working class in 
parliamentary activity and capitalist 
democracy. The task of revolutionaries 
is to break down these illusions not 
build them up with talk of electing a 
workers' government or using Congress 
as a “revolutionary tribune. 

6. In times of sharpening crisis the 
capitalists attempt to derail the in- 
dependent struggle cf the working class 
by turfng it into various left-telking 
fronts. Since the first world wer we 
have seen a wide assortment of popular 
fronts, united fronts, anti-imper iel- 
ist fronts, anti-fascist fronts, na- 
tional liberation fronts, fronts for 
cemocratic rights, fronts against war. 
All of these fronts have one thing in 
commons they have been attempts to use 
the working class as a mass base for 
the achfevement of the goals of this 
or that faction of capitel. All of the 
perpetrators of these fronts, be they 
Democrats, Peronists, Labourites, Stal- 
inists, Trotskyists or Social-Demo- 
‘crats, are agents of the system that 
the working class can not hope to re- 









form, but must destroy if it is to go 
forward. Frontism is an obstacle to — 
the growth of revolutionary conscious- 
ness. It is a confusfonist attempt to 
portray our enemies as our friends — 
and drag us Once again onte the dead- 
end road of reform. Revolutionary com- 
munists must struggle for a revolu- — 
tionary communist program in the work- 
ing class. This means a consistent — 
struggle for the autonomy of the work- 
ing class against all bourgeois front: 
be they "popular" or "“unftec. 2 
7. There are only two roads open for | 





‘humanity: the continued domination of. 


capital with the consequent decay of — 
society into barbarism and world war — 
three, or revolution by the working — 
class. Such a revolution would have ts 
be international. It could not be cen. 
finea to one country or one area in- 
definitely. To be successful, the wor! 
ing class revolution must have as its 
objective, not the sefzure and use of 
the capitalist state, but its destruc. 
tion. Likewise a victorious working 
class can not simply lay hola of the 
capitalist economy and use it in its 
own interests. The working class can 
not use capitalism. It can only be 
used by capitalism. All facets of cap. 
italist economy must be obliterated: 
wage-labor, market economy, money, 
surplus-value, the division between 
intellectual and manual laber. This, 
of course, can not be conpletely car- 
ried out overnight. However, the 
struggle must be wageo incessantly. 
Any hesitation, any let-up in the : 
struggle against the forces of capita 
both objective ana subjective, will | 
result in our defeat. There can be no 
adaptation to the methods of the old 
system. The working class must replac 
the capitalist economy of decadence 


_and destruction with a vibrant, pro-— 


gressive economy organized and admin- 
istrated through the international co 
operation of all workers, all prodauc- 
ers. The period of the dictatorship o 
the proletariat, the transition from 
capitalism to communism, is not a per 
iod when the new communist economic 
forms are super imposed on the old cap 
italist forms, but a period when the 
old forms are destroyed and replaced 
with the new. a 
8. The classwide organs of struggle f 
the working class are the workers! 
councils or soviets. Workers' counc{! 
are not ongoing formations that exist 
under capitalism. They arise during © 
periods of sharp class struggle. In a 
revolutionary situation the councils 
will form the bas{s of working class 
power. After the sefzure of power hw 
the working class, the councils will 
function as the means of proletarian 
rule. The workers' councils mist be — 
democratic. They must be open to all 
parties and organizations that suppor’ 
the cause of the working class: the 
destruction of capital in all its 
forms. The councils mist be based fn 
the factories, schools and nefghbor- 
hoods. They must combine executive an 
legislative cuties. Al! delegates wil 
be subject to immediate recall by 
their constituents. No council dele-— 
gates will receive more goods and ser 
vices than the average worker. Insofe 
as possible positions will be rotatec 
among ali the workers. The workers’ — 
councils represent the expression of 
workers! democracy which is the only 
form of government for the dictator - 
ship of the proletariat. Be 
9. There is only one ideology of the 
working classs Marxism. Marxism mst 


counterposea to all capitalist ideo 
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gies: feminism, nationalism, trace un- 
ionism, Stalinism, Trotskyism, Social- 
Democratism, etc. Likewise it must be 
counterposed to all forms of middle 
class radicalism: spontaneism, anar- — 
chism, workerism, etc. Only Marxism 
can explain the development of the 
class struggle. And it is only through 
struggle around the communist pro- 
gram, conceived and developed through 
the application of revolutionary Marx- 
ist theory, that the working class 
can take powers There are many bour- 
gecis socialist tendencies who claim 
to be Marxist. However, the only real 
Marxist organizations are those who 
maintain an intransigent proletarian 
internationalism and who stand firmly 
against all forms of capital ana its 
institutions. 
10. The bearer of Marxism within the 
working class, the historical memory 
ana conscience of the class is the rev- 
-olutionary party. The revolutionary 
party does not exist as an alfen being 
outside or above the class, but as part 
of the class. Ihe party 1s compesed of: 
the most class conscious members of the 
working class and those intellectuals 
and other middle class elements who 
have been won to the proletarian cause. 
The party is the working class com- 
-munist vanguard. It provides leacer- 
ship through its theoretical and pro- 
grammatic clarity, by the example of 
its unswerving allegiance to the his- 
torical interests of the internation- 
al working class as a whole and by its 
willingness to be the best fighters in 
the struggles of the class. The central 
task for the party fs the development 
of the class consciousness of the 
class. This is done through a coherent 
intervention into the struggles of the 
class. This intervention is not one of 
escalating reform demands, but a com- 
munist fntervention, illustrating the 
necessity for the agestruction of capi- 
talism through workers' revolution. 
dust as the revolutionary party jis not 
the working class, but only its most 
class conscious section, likewise it 
can not take or hoie power for the 
class. Only the working class as a 
class can exercize the cictatorship 
_of the proletariat. The role of the 
party is again to provide the theo- 
retical ana programmatic leadership 
necessary for the class to maintain its 
aictatorship, not to institute a dic- 
tatorship of the party until the class 
ds “ready. The revolutionary party has 
no "historical birthright" to rule. 
Only the working class has that birth- 
right. 
11. At the dawn of the imperialist 
epoch, with the outbreak of the first 
imperialist world war, plunging the 
world into capitalist aecay, virtually 
the entire workers' movement crossed 
over into the capitsaiist camp. Before 
the war the Social-Democratic parties 
hag had a minimum reform program and a 
maximum program of revolution. When 
capitalism passed from its progressive 
_to its imperialist phase, the time had 
come to abandon the minimum program. 
‘However, the Social-Democrats did the 
‘opposite. They abandoned the maximum 
program. They supported the war ef- 
forts of "their" capitalists. They 
took the reins of government here and 
there and played the role of loyal op- 
position elsewhere. They, along with 
the unions, played the major role in 
drumming up working class support for 
the war. They actively afded in the 
crushing of workers' struggles, murder- 
ing workers and revolutionaries. The 
pochai change in capitalism found 
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Sociai-Democracy lacking in the abil- 
ity to transform its strategy and tac- 
tics in line with the change in social 
conditions. The years of predominantly 
reformist practice weighed heavily on 
the Social-Democratic parties. Just as 
1914 marked a watershed in the course 
of capitalism's development, likewise 
it markea a watershed in the workers! 
movement. 1914 marks the transforma- 
tion of Social-Democracy, the Second 
International, into an agent of imper- 
ialism. The line between the working 
class and Social-Democracy is a class 
line drawmm in the blood of hundreds of 
thousands of workers. As with the un- 
ions, so Social-Democracy has become a 
counter-revolutionary factor in the 
class struggle. It mist be swept away 
by the revolutionary working class al- 
ong with the rest of capitalism's bag- 
gage. 

12. The betrayal of the Second Inter- 
natfonal did not bring an end to the 
working class movement entirely. There 
still existed significant revolutionary 
forces who grasped: to one degree or 
another, the significance of imperial- 
ism and stood in resolute opposition 
to the war, calling for the transfor- 
mation of the imperialist war into a 
class war of the revolutionary work- 
ing class against the capitalists of 
all countries. The highest expression 
of the revolutionary international ist 
movement of the working class could be 
found in the Russian Bolshevik Party, 
the German Spartacusbund and the Ab- 
stentionist Faction of the Italian So- 
clalist Party. Out of the internation- 
alist left came the basis for the Com- 
munist (Third) International. However, 
the major impetus for the formation of 
the International was the victory of 
the Russtan Revolution. The seizure of 
power by the Russian working class 
with the Bolshevik Party at their head 
pointed the way forward for the work- 
ing class of the entire world. The 
Russian Revolution marks the highest 
peak of the revolutionary workers’ 
struggle. It jis an event of greatest 
importance, for it proved concretely 
that the working class was capable of 
seizing and wielding political power 
in its own interests. It demonstrated 
the only way out for humanity from the 
barbaric abyss that js modern capital- 
ism. The Russian Revolution was the 
practical vindication of Marxism and 
stands as a tribute to the struggle of 
the working class. 

13. The question of socialism could 
only be posed in Russia. It could not 
be solved there. This was understood by 
the entire revolutionary left of the 
time. However, the hoped for and ex- 
pected revolutions in West Europe ei- 
ther failed to materialize or were 
crushed. Isolated and weak, the fled- 
gling workers' republic was doomea to 
destruction. In the absence of vic- 
tory for the revolution in Europe, 
the Bolshevik Party attempted to buy 


_ time that could not be bought. Bur- 


eaucratism began to seep into the So- 
viet system. The economic struggle 
urged on by the Bolshevik Left stumb- 
led and was finally abandoned. By 

1921 the Bolshevik leadership had 
turned away from the historic Marxist 
ax‘om that communism had to be con- 
str cted by the workers themselves and 
inst ‘d chose to institute a dictator- 
ship .° the party in place of the weak 
and vir tally decimated proletariat. 
But such 1 event was impossible. If 
the prole. -iat»could not carry out its 
own dictato hip, then only one dic- 


‘tatorship co a replace its the dic- 


tatorship of capital. Thus, it is no 
coincidence that the institution of 
the dictatorship of the party was coup- 
led with the scrapping of the anti- 
capital struggle wagea under war com- 
munism and replaced with the New Ec- 
onomic Policy of market economy, wage- 
labor and generalized commodity pro- 
duction. The Bolsheviks’ belief that 
Russfa remained proletariat because 
the Boisheviks controlled the state 
which regulated production was a fan- 
tasy. Capitalism ana the socialist 
proletarfat do not mix. One must sup- 


_ press the other. 1917 marked the rev- 


olutionary victory of the socialist 
proletariat in Russia. 192i marked 
the counter-revolutionary victory of 
capital. Just as 1914 had been a 
watershed for the international work- 
ers' movement, so was 1921. The rev- 
olutionary attempts of the working 
class had been repulsed in Germany, 
Hungary and elsewhere. The Bol shevik- 
dominated leadership of the Communist 
International called for a retreat 
from the struggle parallel to their 
economic retreat in Russia. The Com- 
munist International had been born 
as a revolutionary international as a 
result of the victory of the Russian 
working class. It died as a resuit of 
their defeat. Errors which had been 
made during 1919-1920 were magnified. 
The old Social-Democratic minimm 
program was revived and redone under 
the term “transitional gemands''. The 
counter-revolutionary traitors of So- 


Cial-Democracy were embraced in bour- 


geois-democratic struggle under the 
guise of "conquest of the masses''. The 
Communist Internat {onal became a tool” 
for aiding the foreign policy inter- 
ests of Russian capital. In short, 1921 
marked the entrance of the Communist 
International into the camp of coun- 
ter-revolution. 

14. Despite the degeneration of the 
Comminist International, the revolu- 
tionary Marxist movement continued to 
exists in the Workers' Opposition and 
Workers' Truth Group in Russia, Work- 
ers' Dreadnought in England, the left 


wing of the Bulgarian Communist Party, 


the Italian Left Communists, the Com- 
munist Workers Parties of Germany and 
the Netherlands during the 1920's; 
Bilan and Prometeo in the 1930's; In- 
ternationalisme, the Munis-Peret ten- 
dency of the Trotskyist International, 
and the left wings of the French and 
Italfan sections of the Trotskyist In- 
ternational in the 1940's. These groups 
were by no means perfect. They al! haa 
shortcomings both major and minor on 
various questions. However, they were 
an expression of the revolutionary 
struggle of the working class against 
the waves of imperialist war and coun- 
ter-revolution. 

15. By no means should the revolution- 
ary left groups which developed during 


the period of the rise of the counter- | 


revolution be confused with the Trot- 
skyist Left Opposition and its subse- 
ent fraudulent"Fourth Internationa!" 
not to mention the plethora of tenden- 
cies which this "international" has 
split into). Trotskyism is and has been 
since the birth of the Trotsky{st Op- 
position, an agent and apologist for 
state capitalism. During the 1920's the 


Trotskyists functionea as Stalin's "lo- . 


yal opposition", counseling him on how 
state capitalism could better be organ- 
ized. In the 1930's they used what lit- 
tle influence they had to drum up sup- 
port (only "military" of course) for 
the "democratic factions of. capital 


continued om, page Te. 
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The Dilemma is not War or Peace but 


War or Revolution 


ARCHIVES OF THE REVOLUTION is a reg- 
ular feature of WORKERS! TRUTH. Each 
month we reprint for the benefit of 
our reagers part or all of a partic- 
ular speech, article or document from 
the vast and rich heritage of the rev- 
olutionary Marxist movement. In this 
issue we reprint the article ''The 
Dilemma is not War or Peace but War 

or Revolution’. This article appeared 
in the Autumn-Winter 1950 issue of THE 
INTERNATIONALIST, the publ ication-of 
the American supporters of the Left 
Communist International. Although the 
conjunctural circumstances are some- 
what different today than at the time 
this article was written, we are re- 
printing it as it provides a Marxist 
statement on the working class ana im- 


-Publiccopinion. is: preoccupiea*at 
present with a great question: When 
will the next worla war break out? 

The possibility of a new interna- 
tional conflict is not denies by any- 
body. Everyboay is concernea about it. 
They understanu in a situation of this 
kind that the politicians who speak of 
a tight to capture the masses for 
peace, already feel their skin burnt 
from the effects of atom bomb radia- 


tion. Everybody hesitates to take a 
position in favor of a new war. Dem- 


_ageogic propositions are aavanced to 


conjure away the coming conflict:- 
disarmament, outlawing the atomic 
bomb, mutual appeasement, peace move- 
ments, or strengthening the U.N.O. 
(United Nations Organization). For the 
working class to think of opposing war 
by these methods is equal to the prac- 
tice of magic, but certainly not the 
basis of the struggle against war. 

It is clear that Russia and her ai- 
lies are not fighting against war. They 
simply aim to neutralize the military 
ana economic force of their auversar- 
fes. Only in that sense aces Stalinism 
operate all over the world. It is not 
against the use of the atomic bomb. 
This would then sanctify their use of 
it second, in retaliation. On the other 
hand, neither do they take the peace 
movement very seriously, the aim of 
which is not the transformation of the 


perialist war. Today the world's popu- 
lation is breathing easier because of 
Henry Kissinger's latest "miracle" of 
“shuttle diplomacy" in the Midale East. 
Many think that a possible powder keg 
for worla war three has been dampened. 
On the other hand, the achievement of 
nuclear capacity by India and the sel- 
ling of nuclear fuel to Egypt by the 
Unitea States is beginning to make 
worla war more prominent in people's 
minds. However, as this article points 
out, the question is not capitalist 
war or capitalist peace. Capitalist 
peace is nothing more than an inter- 
val between wars. It is a breathing 
space where the combatants can rearm 
themselves and choose up new sides. 
"Peace! unger capitalism is simply a 


capitalist social order, but simply to 
maintain conditions as they exist at 
present. 

The genuine Marxists mist not pose 


-the problem in the questions-Will 


there be a New Worla War? To the gen- 
uine Marxists, the conflict is inevi- 
table as long as capitalist society 
exists. They, the Marxists, are the 
unique workers for peace through the 
struggle for the overthrow of the 
bourgeoisie and the proletarian revo-- 
lution. They reject, therefore, the 
hypocritical and false pacifist cru- 
sade, denounce it ana refuse to join 
with it in any manner whatsoever. The 
claim that it is possible to secure 
peace or conjure away wer is the re- 
fuge of all "the men of good wil!" and 
therefore also,‘of the bourgeoisie. 
Such a claim is treason to and proof 
of the abandonment of the interests of 
the working class. 

The work of political clarification 
that qualifies as revolutionary must 
be based on the fol lowing:- 

1- It must anticipate the ena of the 
period in which the workers are forced 
to fight for this or that imperialist 
antagonist. It must assert in a most 


explicit manner that the working class 


will not fight for any of these, and 
refuse in every case to yiela to the 
deceit ang trickery of Imperialist 

War. 


time for sweating more production out 
of the working class in preparation 

for sending them into another slaugh- 
ter as the cannon foader of capital. 
The question facing humanity is a 
question of counterposea social sys- 
tems: on the one hand, capitalism, the 
system of war ana wage-slavery, and on 


the other hana, socialism, the only 
system that can today provide for 
the peaceful aavance of humanity. 
As the article points out, war will 
not be endea by disarmament talks 
and capitalism-oriented peace move- 
ments, but only by the aestruction 
of the system that breeas war. The 
destruction of capitalism through 
worlawide working class revolution. 


2- They ao not support any victor, 
but profit from the crisis of the worlas — 
bourgeoisie in order to prepare and 3 
lead to the revolutionary struggle. — E 
The proletariat recognizes the two aa- 
versaries only as their class enemies 5 
and in both cases, there jis only one 
kind of politics to follow behind ei- 
ther front:- revolutionary defeatism. 

3- In face of the attempt to line up 
the masses physically and spiritually 
for the war, the Marxists call upon 
them to refuse to shed their blood i 
for the cause of any Imperialism what- 
soever, and to work insteaaq not for 
the bloody victory of this or that 
brigand, but for the victory of the 
revolutionary proletariat. 

There is no greater task for the 
real revolutionary than to make clear 
to the workers that they have nothing 
to defend in capitalist society, and 
that they shoula not seek to support 
this or that Imperialism that permits 
a more easy life. To the proletariat, gh 
whoever gives support to the war be- ; 
trays their cause. The proletariat has 
no interest in defenaing anybody in 
this conflict, or any other Inperial- 
ist conflagration. I< has only one 
interest: to conquer the peace by the 
only possible method: Revolution! 
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Forward to a Workers! Government!"' 
All these groups believe that the 
revolutionary vanguard, that is, the 
group which represents the true in- — 

terests of the working class within 
the class as a whole, the vanguard, 
which has the highest consciousness of 
the class and wages uncompromising 
struggle to counterpose its program of 
revolutionary Marxism to all others, 
should demand that workers fight to 
put a worker in the White House. A 
worker jin the White House and every- 
thing will be just honey and pie. With 
a worker in the White House and with 
capital centralized to its fullest, 
(bourgeois) "socialism will be in- 
troducec (that is state capital ism). 

Not one of these groups is the van- 
guard of the working class. In fact 
none of them are even part of the 
working class movement. All these 
groups act as a faction within capi- 
talism, to clean house for it and 
call for a further centralization of 
capital. The programs of these groups 
are capitalist. They do not call for 
the abolition of wage-labor through 
workers' revolution and a workers! 
state, the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat. Instead they call for elec- 
tions and capitalist nationalization. 
The only thing progressive in this 
epoch is the smashing of capital. Ei- 
ther an organization is for the pro- 
letarian revolution and the abol ition 
of capital or it is for capitalism. 

A workers' state can not be createu 


but by the dictatorship of the working 
class as a class. 

The programs of the Trotskyists like 
the programs of the Stalinists and th 
Maoists, because they are bourgeois, 
are reactionary. Their propaganda serves 
only to confuse and hold dow the con- 
sciousness of the working class. For 
instance the slogan "Forward to a Work- 
ers Government'' should be read as back- 
wards to a "workers' government''. We 


can take as a measure of the working 
class's faith in capitalist elections, 
the amount of abstention that has 

been taking place. A large part of the 
class (unlike the "left!') has come to 
the conclusion that elections are ir- 
relevant to solving their problems. 
Unfortunately they have generally only 
a rudimentary understanding of why. 
The capitalists would love to have 
workers believe their problems evolve 
from the fact that some "baa guys" are 
in Washington and that they should be 
replaced with "good guys''. Revelution- 
aries must struggle against this ideo- 
logical poison and make clear that the 
elections are indeea irrelevant except 
as an obstacle to the workers’ strug- 
gles, because the class relations on 
which they are basec are in complete 
contradiction to the needs of the 
working class. 

~ Whatever else happens in the Water- 
gate scandal does not really mean much 
for the working class for it only means 
a few possible changes on the electoral 
plane. What is important is the coming 


through elections or by a small section struggles of the class against capital 
of the class. Socialism can not be cre- as the economic crisis deepens. 


ateca through the dictates of a few, 
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in Spain and Germany. In the second im 
perialist world war they again carried 
out their counter-revolutionary role 

by leading workers into the bourgeois 


_ nationalist resistance movements in 


Western Europe and agitating for sup- 
port to Russian imperialism in the name 


of "defending the degenerated workers! © 
state’. Today Trotskyism functions as 
mystifier par excellence of capital ism. 
They call for electing workers' gov- 
ernments. They demand that the capi- 
talist state nationalize the means of 
production "under workers' control''. 
They support this or that national _ 
capital bloc, if not Russia and China, 
then the NLF and the Arab states. Their 
program, like that of Social-Democracy 
and Stalinism is one of reforming and 
refining capitalism, not destroying it. 
16. The last period of reconstruction 
came to a definitive end in 1968. The 
entry into a new conjunctural crisis 
brought with it a new upsurge fn mili- 
tant class struggle on the part of the 
working class. It has also brought 
about an as yet smal! but feportant re- 
vitalization of the revolutionary left. 
As the crisis of capital drives inex- 
orably on to a thira imperialist woria 
war, the necessity of a clear communist 
intervention into the struggles of 

the working class becomes ever more ap- 
parent. Our task as revolutionary com- 
munists fs to show the way forward for 
the working class: communist revolu- 
tion. It fs our task in this period to 
represent "the future of the movement : 
within the movement of today''. We must 
break down the mystifications of capi- 
tals nationalism, unionism, statism, 
electoralism, etc., which are barriers 
to the growth of revolutionary class 
consciousness in the working class as 

a whole. As part of the international- 
ization of the class struggle we must 
carry out the theoretical ana program- 
matic clarification necessary for the 
forging of an internationalist commun- 
ist tendency in the working class, 
which can provide the basis for the In- 
ternational Party of Revolutionary 
Workers. Revolutionary consciousness 
and combative militancy are necessary 
for the proletariat to carry out its 
historic tasks. It has already shown. 
that it possesses the latter. It {fs up 
to revolutionary communist workers 

to provide the theoretical and pro- 
grammatic clarity that it may deve- . 
lop the former. If we are successful, 
the future belongs to the workers of 
the worla. If we fail, it belongs to 
no one. 
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HGHT FOR SOCIALISM! 


The world we live in is a world where 
peonle are divided into classes accord- 
ing to their role in production. The 
two major classes in society are the 
capitalist class and the working class. 
The capitalists own the means of “nro- 
duction (factories, machines, etc.) but 

m produce nothing. The workers, on the 
other hand, receive only meager wages 
for the sale of their labor power to 
the capitalists. Almost all production 
in society is done by the workers. How- 


ever, almost all the benefits from this ™ 


g Production go to the capitalists. The 
Wbasis for production in this society is 
profit. The capitalists are not inter- 
@ested in having the workers produce 
things that neonle can use or that peo- 
Eple need. They are only interestéd in 
what makes them the biggest profit. 
ythus, while the capitalists get richer 
Wand richer, the workers are worse off 
tnan they were before. 
In order to increase profits the ‘cap- 
i.alists resort to all sorts of tech- 
niques which most of us are familiar 
wich: speed-up, wage cuts, unemnloy- 
amert, labor-saving machinery. While, 
for instance, .labor-saving machinery 
‘gvwou.d be progressive in a society run 

by the workers, it does nothing for 
mthem under capitalism. It is just an- 
mother attack on the workers. 

Another feature of capitalist soci- 
pety is war. Every day there is a war 

going on somewhere in the world. This 


Not a Workers’ 


A great aeal is being saia about the 
Watergate scandal both by the right 
and left wings of capitalism. Many 
confusing and abstract ideas like bour- 
geois aemocracy vs. bourgeois aictat- 
orship have been brought up by the 
scandal. For the most part it should 
be assumea that capitalist politick- 
ing like Watergate ana any other in- 
tra-class fight between different sec- 
tors of capitalism be considered as 
irrelevant to the status of the work- 
ing class in society. But since the 
scandal has proviaea a means for the 
bourgeois socialists to spread their 
confusion as to the nature of capi- 
talism we will take a look at it to 
see what all the commotion is about. 

One of the major breakthroughs has 
been the introauction of harsh accu- 
sations against the "piece maker’ 
(bigger piece of the pie for American 
imperialism) Henry Kissinger. Nixon 
and Kissinger have both been accused 
of initiating illegal wiretaps on 
White House employees, National Sec- 
urity Council members ana reporters 
in the period May 1969--February 1971. 
The House Judiciary Committee which 
has been conducting investigations 
tor the possible impeachment of Nix- 
on has asked if the illegal opera- 
tions of the "plumbers unit" were ac- 
tually a continuation of earlier spy- 
ing plans initiated by Nixon. Evidence 
presented to the conmittee contained 
in documents have lea to such a theory. 
Evidence showed that both Kissinger and 
Nixon received information from the 
taps, but a controversy has opened up 
over who initiated them. 

Kissinger has repeateaiy statea that 
Nixon orderea the taps auring a meet- 
ing with FBI Director Hoover in the 
spring ot 1969. On a tape transcript 


 submittea to the committee Nixon is 
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is due to the necessity of the capital- 
-ists to wage war in order to get ahedd 
of the capitalists in other countries, 
The working class has no interests in 
supporting these wars. What the workers 
want is peace. However, there can be no 
peace until the capitalists have been 
removed from power and this society re- 
placed by one run by the workers in the’ 
interests of the toiling masses. 

To do this; it is not enough to elect 
peonple-to Congress or as President. The 
government is nothing more than the ex- 
ecutive committee of the ruling class. 
It is.the owners of the big corpora- 
tions who have the final say as to what 
goes on. It is necessary to organize 
our own workers’ councils. These coun- 
cils will be the class rule of the 
workers after the revolutionary. over- 


throw of capitalism, When, canitalism 


goes Congress will go with it. All the- 
demécracy surrounding the Congress is 
just a sham ‘to keen us tied to this’ 
system. It is democracy for the rich, 
for the canitalists. Sur democracy wil] 
he real democracy, proletarian democra- 
cv, the democracy of the manv.. We'do 
not simply want a workers' government,. ' 
we want a workers’ renublic.' ' 
In order to throw out the canitalists 
and, build a workers’ republic and. so- 
cialism the working class needs a rev- 
olutionary varty. Such a party must he 
hased on The Communtst “Manifesto. the 
first two congresses of the Communist 


Govermeni 


(Third) International, and the revolu- 
tionary work of Marx, Engels, Lenin, 
Trotsky, Luxemburg and Bogdanov. It 


‘must be a democratic-centralist party. 


However, it is not enough to build | 
such a varty here in the United. States. 
Canitalism is a world system. Even so- 
called “Communist" Russia and China 
are capitalist (state canitalist). In 
order to wage a successful worldwide 
struggle against capitalism the work- 
ers must have an international party. 
It is toward the construction of the 


International Party of Revolutionary 
Workers (Fourth International) that the 
Revolutionary Workers Groun and Work- 
ers' Truth are dedicated. et 

In 1917 the Russian workers eats cat 
"power under the leadership of the 


Bolshevik Party. However, the 


revolution was tsolated and the Russian 
workers exhausted from the hard strug- 
gle in -a backward country lost) power — 
when .the Bolsheviks lost” faith inthe 
F world proletariat in 1921, 
: years ‘of the revolutionary dictatorship 
stil remain, however, as a heacon for 
workers throughout the world. 5 
Under’ ‘capitalism the workers dre’ ' 
nothing more ‘than menials. We deserve 
a hett#er life. We deserve soctalism. 
However, it will not be handed, to us 
‘on a platter. We must fight for it. For 
“if we do not fight for socialism we 
will be handed barbarism. Soctalism or 
barbarism? Fiaht for Soctalism! 


‘The four. 


buta Workers’ State 


heard saying Kissinger initiated the 
taps. The accusation against Kissinger 
has caused him to threaten to resign. 

Another aspect of the Watergate scan- 
dal which was being investigatea by the 
Senate has turnea up a real can of 
worms. The accusations against Nixon 
that he took payoffs from the Dairy 
Assn. to raise milk prices has not been 
investigatea too hara since all of 
the Senators investigating have been 
found to have also receivea payoffs 
from the Dairy Assn. 

It shoula be clear from the myriaa 
of evidence that has come to light that 
events like Watergate go on all the 
time in capitalist political circles. 
Payoffs happen all the times both with 
Republicans ana with Democrats. Whether 
Nixon or Ford or any one else is pres- 
faent is really inconsequential as it 
is the capitalist class which runs 
things anyway. 

Some groups of the capitalist left 
say that sections of the bourgeoisie 
want a "strong men'' to consolidate a 
dictatorship. What these groups fear 
is that their rights uncer capitalist 
“qgemocracy'' will be quashea to the lev- 
el of the rights of militant workers. 

The Workers League (which despite its 
name has nothing to do with the inter- 
ests of the working class) has launchea 
a campaign to oust Nixon ano supposealy 
save us from "gictatorship''. How we 
will be savea is through the AFL-CIO 
holding an emergency congress of "'la- 
bor'' which will force Nixon out through 
industrial actions ana form a labor pa 
party committed to "socialist" (read 
state capitalist) policies. 

The Workers League BULLETIN has stat- 
ea in an article "Nixon Speeks: A Por- 
trait of a Presicent'': 

“Nixon's turn to the police state 
metheds of Watergate exposes the 


preparations of the ruling class 

for dictatorship as it is forcea to 
confront the power of the American 
working class unaer conditions of the 


' deepest economic crisis in history.!! 


The TORCH has presented a simiiar 
line. They too see victatorship on 


_the way (that means using the stick 


ana-not the carret, the bourgeois 
socialists prefer their capitalism 
tempered with ''democracy''). In an 
article entitied ''Impeachment Show- 
cown!' the TORCH states: 

"A revolutionsry leacership would 
call a nationwide Congress of Labor 
and the Oppressed where democratical- 
ly elected representatives of workers 
and the oppressed masses wouia meet — 
and hammer cut a strategy. That Con- 
gress woula mobilize the working 
class for a general strike to FORCE 
Nixon out and demand new elections. 

It would launch a revoluticnary labor 
party standing on a socialist program, 
a party that woule lead the working 
class, fight for the only government 
which it can trust, a workers’ gov- 
ernment.!! 

The Spartacists also have their say 
as to what bourgeois demands the work-— 
ers shoulu support. In WORKERS VANGUARD 
we find: 

"Play the Watergate Tapes in Full on 
Nationwide Radio! 

Abolish the Secret Political Police 
(FBI, CIA)s 
Abolish the Standing Army and its of. 
ficer Corps! For a Workers Militia Bas- 
ea on the Trade Unions! 

For Labor Action to Force Inmeciate — 
Presidential Elections! For a Workers | 
Candidate! 

Break With the Republicans and Demo- 
crats--D 


ers Party Based on the Trade Unions! 
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